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Theorising Personal Medical Devices: New Perspectives
Date : July 1, 2014
CfP, Symposium hosted by the Social Analysis of Health Network, Cantab
Closes Monday 14 July
Having worked with Professor Julienne Hanson at the Bartlett School of Graduate Studies for some
time, I became increasingly aware of the relationships between materiality and social well-being.
Indeed, there is currently some fascinating scholarship on the issues dealing with ethnography and
technology as well as the home, the indi-vid(s)ual and collective forms of medical care.
This current symposium CfP is a fine example of this, featuring medical anthropologists known in
the UCL community as well as within EASA and other networks.
For further info please see:
Social Analysis of Health Network (SAHN) website:
http://sahncambridge.wordpress.com/

18-19 September 201, Post-doctoral Suite, 16 Mill Lane, University of Cambridge.

Fuelled by the accelerating pace of technological development and a general shift to personalised, patientled medicine alongside the growing Quantified Self and Big Data movements, the emerging field of personal
medical devices is one which is advancing rapidly across multiple domains and disciplines - so rapidly that
conceptual and empirical understandings of personal medical devices, and their clinical, social and
philosophical implications, often lag behind new developments and interventions. Personal medical devices devices that are attached to, worn by, interacted with, or carried by individuals for the purposes of generating
biomedical data and/or carrying out medical interventions with/on the person concerned - have become
increasingly significant in clinical and extra-clinical contexts owing to a range of factors including the
growth of multimorbidity and chronic disease in ageing populations and the increasing sophistication and
miniaturisation of personal devices themselves.
Paper proposals should of: a paper title, authors/co-authors, a short abstract of fewer than 300 characters, a
long abstract of fewer than 250 words.
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Submissions from both early career and more established researchers are welcome, with a small number of
the presentation slots reserved for early-career researchers (i.e. doctoral students or researchers in their first
post-doctoral position). Thanks to Wellcome Trust funding we are also able to offer a limited amount of
funding towards travel costs and cost of attendance for three early career presenters. Please specify if you
would like to be considered for this.
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